
There will be some new faces in new 

places when the 2021-22 school year 

kicks off in the fall as Pasco School 

District will be making several     

administrative changes. 

First, Carla Lobos will serve as the 

Assistant Superintendent of          

Instructional Services, where she will 

continue to lead PSD’s Curriculum 

and Professional Development     

department and also take over     

leadership of Special Services and 

Special Programs. 

Mira Gobel will be joining the    

District as PSD’s new Assistant    

Superintendent of Schools and Social 

Emotional Learning. Gobel is       

currently an Associate Senior Region 

Director for AVID Center and has 

worked with Pasco staff in that role 

for many years. Prior to AVID, she 

was a teacher and administrator with 

Walla Walla Public Schools. 

Jennifer Kindle will be joining the 

District as Executive Director of  

Secondary Teaching and Learning. 

Kindle is currently the Executive   

Director of Student Learning at Selah 

School District. Prior to her work in 

Selah, she spent 15 years as a middle 

school and high school principal in 

the Rainier and Franklin Pierce 

school districts. Kindle will take over 

for Dr. Jenny Rodriquez who has 

accepted a new position as an       

Assistant Superintendent with      

Yakima School District. 

Valerie Aragon will serve as PSD’s 

new Executive Director of            

Elementary Teaching and Learning. 

Valerie is currently the principal at 

Marie Curie STEM Elementary. She 

has also served in a variety of      

leadership and teaching positions 

with Pasco School District over the 

last 17 years. 

Finally, Raul Sital will serve as the 

new Assistant Superintendent of   

Operations and Supports. Sital will 

replace Dr. Susana Reyes, who has 

been named the new Superintendent 

of Shoreline Public Schools. Reyes 

will be leaving PSD at the end of 

June. 

Sital currently serves as PSD’s     

Executive Director of Student 

Achievement. Before that, he served 

for several years as the principal at 

Pasco High School. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 New Principals Named for Chiawana, McClintock and Curie 

 

2 

Three Pasco schools will have 

new principals when the 2021-22 

school year kicks off in August. 

Jaime Morales has been named 

as the new principal at Chiawana 

High School, replacing John 

Wallwork who has accepted a 

position as a high school principal 

in Lehi, Utah. Morales currently 

serves as principal at Barbara 

McClintock STEM Elementary. 

Waylon Duncan will replace Mr. Morales as the new principal at McClintock STEM Elementary. Duncan has 

spent the last several years as the assistant principal at Virgie Robinson Elementary. 

Finally, Armando Castrellon has been named as the new principal at Marie Curie STEM Elementary. He will  

replace Valerie Aragon, who is now serving as PSD’s Executive Director of Elementary Teaching and Learning. 

Castrellon has served the last few years as principal at Captain Gray STEM Elementary. 

Twain Special Education Teacher Honored by Local Parents  

Twain Elementary special education teacher Shay Ogle was surprised earlier this month by the Benton-

Franklin Counties Special Education PTA. The group stopped by her classroom to announce that Mrs. Ogle 

was named their 2020-21 Outstanding Educator SEPTA Award for Pasco School District.  

Congratulations Mrs. Ogle! 

#PROUDofPASCO 

         Jaime Morales                      Waylon Duncan                Armando Castrellon 



3 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Pasco Students Receive Scholarships During Virtual HAAP Ceremony 

A total of $53,405 in scholarship money will be split 
among 13 Pasco seniors, thanks to the Hispanic       
Academic Achievers Program (HAAP). 
 
The annual HAAP scholarship awards ceremony was 
held virtually on Facebook on April 23. 
 
Seven seniors from Chiawana High School earned 
scholarships, including Lizbeth Flores Moreno 
($10,000), Kimberly Noemi Valdovinos ($1,452.50), 
Lizbeth Chavez ($1,452.50), Issavel Maria             
Stephenson ($3,000), Joel Savala ($4,000), Karla   
Murillo ($6,000), and Brisa Hernandez ($7,500). 
 
Six seniors from Pasco High School also earned   
scholarships, including Emilia Quintero ($2,500), 
Martin Emanuel Cortes-Chavez ($2,500), Thalia Birrueta ($2,500), Omar Ulises Villa Frayre ($2,500), 
Paola Mendoza Garcilazo ($5,000), and Lilibeth Lucatero ($5,000). Congratulations to all of these seniors 
on their outstanding achievements.  

Class of 2021 Graduation Plans 

Pasco School District is proud of our seniors and 

excited to celebrate the achievements of our Class 

of 2021 graduates. While our traditional graduation 

ceremonies need to look a little different due to  so-

cial distancing guidelines and restrictions, we are 

committed to honoring our students and their fami-

lies on the completion of their high school journey.  

PSD graduation ceremonies will comply with     

federal, state, and local requirements. Attendees will be required to follow health and safety requirements, 

including masking and social distancing. All ceremonies will be held outdoors. Chiawana, Delta, and Pasco 

High ceremonies will be held at Edgar Brown Stadium. New Horizons will hold their ceremony on the lawn 

just south of the NHHS building on the CBC campus. Each graduate will receive eight tickets to distribute for 

guests for their ceremony to ensure compliance with capacity limits. The CHS and PHS ceremonies will be 

split into multiple ceremonies to allow more guests to attend their graduate’s ceremony. 

Graduation Ceremony Schedule: 

Delta High School - Thursday, June 10 at 7:00 p.m. - Edgar Brown Stadium 

New Horizons High School - Friday, June 11 at 6:00 p.m. - CBC Campus 

Pasco High School - Saturday, June 12 at 9 a.m./11 a.m./1 p.m. - Edgar Brown Stadium 

Chiawana High School - Saturday, June 12 at 4 p.m./6 p.m./8 p.m. - Edgar Brown Stadium 

All graduation ceremonies will be livestreamed on the school district's Facebook page (www.facebook.com/

PascoSchoolDistrict1) and the District's YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/PascoSchools). 

http://www.facebook.com/PascoSchoolDistrict1
http://www.facebook.com/PascoSchoolDistrict1
http://www.youtube.com/pascoschools
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Chiawana HS Geometry Teacher Nominated for National Award 

Chiawana High School geometry teacher Tyronne McEuen is 

one of six Washington math and science teachers who have been 

selected as finalists for the Presidential Award for Excellence in 

Math and Science Teaching (PAEMST), the Office of               

Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) announced this week. 

“Math and science are powerful building blocks for our students 

as they grow into the leaders of tomorrow,” said Chris Reykdal,        

Superintendent of Public Instruction. “I am inspired by the way 

these educators include dynamic learning opportunities, cutting 

edge research, and connections to the community in their lessons.” 

Here are the state-level finalists: 

Mathematics 

• Kevin Cullen teaches AP pre-calculus, calculus, and computer science at Friday Harbor High School in 

San Juan Island School District. 

• Kristi Martin teaches integrated math at A.G. West Black Hills High School in Tumwater School District 

• Tyronne McEuen teaches geometry at Chiawana High School in Pasco School District 

Science 

• Johanna Brown teaches AP and college prep chemistry and AP computer science at Pullman High School 

in Pullman School District 

• Colleen LaMotte teaches 6th and 7th grade science at Einstein Middle School at Shoreline Public Schools 

• Dianne Thompson teaches biology, biotechnology, and AP environmental science at Meadowdale High 

School in Edmonds School District 

The finalists were chosen by a statewide selection committee comprised of content area experts and award-

winning teachers. 

The National PAEMST Selection Committee will determine national awardees based on content mastery, use 

of effective instructional methods, effective use of assessments, reflective practice and lifelong learning, and 

leadership in education inside and outside of the classroom. 

If any of the finalists are selected as national awardees, they will travel to Washington, D.C. to attend a series 

of recognition events and professional learning experiences, and receive a certificate signed by the President of 

the United States as well as a $10,000 award from the National Science Foundation. 

National awardees are typically announced in the fall. State-level finalists are recognized by regional and state 

math and science associations and invited to several annual state events for award-winning educators. 

The PAEMST program was first established by Congress in 1983. The program recognizes exemplary teach-

ing in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields in K–12 classrooms. The       

President may recognize up to 108 educators each year. Since 1983, 81 Washington educators have received 

the national award. 

                         Tyronne McEuen  
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Dedication Ceremonies for New Pasco Schools 

The wait was a little longer than expected, but Pasco School District was finally able to celebrate the opening 

of three new school buildings this spring. 

A dedication ceremony and open house was held at Columbia River Elementary on April 21, while Reynolds 

Middle School hosted their dedication ceremony and open house on April 28. Finally, Stevens Middle School 

held their dedication ceremony and open house festivities on May 26. 

The events at Columbia River Elementary and Reynolds Middle School were originally scheduled for last fall, 

but had to be postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

School board members and guests were able to participate in the ribbon cutting ceremonies at each school, and 

then dozens of student families were able to tour their new school buildings during the open house events. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Congratulations to PSD’s Newest National Board Certified Teachers! 

May 3-7 marked Teacher Appreciation Week in Pasco schools and May 4 was National Teacher Day. There 

were lots of activities and celebrations planned throughout the District to honor Pasco teachers.  

A total of 13 Pasco teachers earned their National Board Certification during the 2019-20 and 2020-21 school 

years. Due to the COVID pandemic, the District wasn’t able to recognize last year’s newly-minted National 

Board Certified teachers, so they were recognized for their achievements alongside this year’s new National 

Board Certified teachers during a virtual special recognition presentation at the school board meeting on April 

27. 

This advanced teaching credential is achieved upon successful completion of a voluntary assessment program 

designed to recognize effective and accomplished teachers who meet high standards based on what teachers 

should know and be able to do. As part of the certification process, candidates complete 10 assessments that 

are reviewed by trained teachers in their certificate areas. The assessments include four portfolio entries that 

feature teaching practice and six constructed response exercises that assess content knowledge.  

PSD’s newest National Board Certified Teachers are: Whitney Billman - Reynolds Middle School, Jenifer 

Bravo - Robinson Elementary, Jacqueline Brewster - New Horizons High School, Lisa Connolly - GLAD 

coach, Booth Building, Jessica Fluharty - Whittier Elementary, Ozzie Garza - Biliteracy Coach, Booth 

Building, Morgan Kelso - Chiawana High School, Cristina Mejia Sosa - Frost Elementary, Amanda 

Ramirez - Chiawana High School, Michelle Rapp - Twain Elementary, Shelbe Ward - Stevens Middle 

School, John Weisenfeld - Pasco High School, and Kati Wilson - Three Rivers Elementary.  

Congratulations to these teachers who have gone the extra mile to gain national certification, and a big thank 

you to all Pasco teachers for the amazing work you do with Pasco students every day.  
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 Registration for the 2021-22 School Year is Now Open 

PSD kindergarten registration is now open!  
All children who will be five years old by August 
31 need to register for kindergarten for the 2021-22 
school year. To register your child, visit: 
www.psd1.org/register 
 
Pasco Schools will be offering early learning oppor-
tunities for incoming kindergarten students regis-
tered by June 30. More information will be coming 
from your child’s school in August.  

http://www.psd1.org/register


 

 

Board Notes 5-11-21 
 

Special Recognition 

• Michelle Whitney recognized the District’s teachers as part of Teacher Appreciation Week in Washington. 
• Michelle Whitney recognized Stevens Middle School for being a State Recognized School for 2018-19 school year. 
 
Action Items 

• The Board approved the sale of 13 acres of property located north of Columbia River Elementary. 
• The Board approved a request to support a proposed permanent WSSDA position on student representation. 
 
Reports 

• Kevin Hebdon provided an update to the board on the District’s operating budget for the 2020-21 school year. 
• Jenny Rodriquez updated the board on the District’s Academic and Washington LEA Student Well-Being Recovery 

Plan for OSPI. 
 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Reynolds Middle School Construction Change Order No. 12.   

 
Board Notes 5-25-21 

 
Special Recognition 

• Michelle Whitney recognized the District’s school nurses in honor of National School Nurse Day on May 12. 
• Michelle Whitney recognized Twain Elementary for being a State Recognized School for the 2018-19 school year. 
 
Action Items 

• The Board approved the District’s Learning Recovery Plan to be submitted to OSPI 
 
Reports 

• Carla Lobos provided an update to the Board on the District’s New Teacher Mentor Program. 
• Jenny Rodriquez updated the Board on the District’s plans to provide three virtual learning options for students for 

the 2021-22 school year.  
 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of monthly budget report.  
 
Board meetings are livestreamed on the District’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pascoschools. Board 
meetings are also broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can 
view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule  
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, the only exceptions being December and July. 
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m. 
  
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24 

Upcoming Events: June 8: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 

June 10: Delta High School Graduation - 7 p.m. 

June 11: New Horizons High School Graduation - 6 p.m. 

June 12: Pasco High School Graduation - 9 a.m./11 a.m./1 p.m. 

June 12: Chiawana High School Graduation - 4 p.m./6 p.m./8 p.m. 

June 16: Last Day of School 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lew-

is St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at www.psd1.org.  

https://www.youtube.com/pascoschools
http://www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule
http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
mailto:sthornton@psd1.org
mailto:kdocken@psd1.org
http://www.psd1.org

